166                     Blucher

Blucher had allowed, indeed had requested,
Schwarzenberg to assign him his place in the
expected battle and to send him his marching
orders. He was told to advance along the right
bank of the Elster to Skeudnitz and then to ap-
proach Leipzig from a point farther to the south,
passing through Lindenau. But, like all Schwarz-
enberg's plans of battle, this one for the great
encounter at Leipzig had its weaknesses, and
Blucher found that at Lindenau he would have
to pass through a narrow defile where a handful
of men could hold in .check his entire army.
This defect in the plan was remedied in time,
but another faulty arrangement of Schwarzen-
berg's was to cause much needless effusion of
blood.

The triangle between the Pleisse and the Elster
which consisted of low, swampy land crisscrossed
by streams and gullies was by its very nature
a death-trap, and the bridge which crossed the
Pleisse at Connewitz was so situated that a small
force of the enemy concealed in the woods could
rake it with their fire. Yet here in this triangle
Schwarzenberg had determined to post a con-
siderable part of his troops, among them a number
of Russian regiments. Toll and other Russian
generals protested vehemently against this plan
and at last appealed 'to the Tsar who told Schwarz-
enberg peremptorily that his Russians should
"cross to the right bank of the Pleisse where,
and nowhere else, they belonged/' Schwarzenberg